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NEWS RELEASE
Local pest control worker arrested for stealing client’s jewelry

 
Seminole Co. (Feb. 10, 2016) – The Seminole County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) yesterday arrested a
local pest control worker after an investigation revealed that he stole several pieces of jewelry from
a client and illegally pawned the items.
 
On October 7, a Winter Springs woman had a scheduled termite inspection and met with the pest
control worker at her home.  The victim stated that during the inspection, the worker briefly went
upstairs unattended to complete part of his inspection.  On January 28, the victim went to her
jewelry box to retrieve an item and noticed numerous pieces of jewelry were missing.  The victim
told deputies that the pest control worker, Matthew Blake, was the only person in her home over
the last few months.
 
The investigation revealed that Blake had pawned multiple pieces of jewelry over the last several
months. The items were placed on hold for investigators who took photographs of the jewelry. The
victim was shown the photographs and positively identified 17 pieces of the pawned jewelry valued
at more than $10,000. 
 
Matthew Adam Blake, 39, of Winter Springs was arrested and charged with eight counts of dealing in
stolen property, eight counts of providing false verification of ownership to a pawn dealer, and grand
theft. 
 
After Blake’s arrest, his work truck was returned to the pest control company and inventoried by his
supervisor.  During the inventory, cocaine and drug paraphernalia were found and turned over to
deputies. Blake was then charged with possession of cocaine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
 
Investigators do not have any evidence at this time that would connect Blake to other thefts.
 However, investigators urge anyone who believes they may be a victim to please contact SCSO at
(407) 665-6650. 
 
Please do not respond back to this email as the account is not monitored.  For more information
contact:
 
Kristen Bentsen (kbentsen@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6950 - desk
(407) 637-9210 - cell 
or
Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6978 - desk
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1119 CHEETAH TRL, WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708


DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W M 1/14/1977


506 189 HAZ BRO N N
Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


SALES                    


DL State: FL SSN: S 
Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):


BUILD MEDIUM BUILD MEDIUM-STOCKY 


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 9 of February, 2016 at 9:30 AM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: 72,500.00


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:


Arrest Location:


Offense Location:


Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
1495 EVANS ST #900, OVIEDO, FL 32765
1120 HOWELL CREEK DR, WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708
2/9/2016 9:30
            


Weapon Type: NA


Booked Date/Time:


Local#:
2/9/2016 11:03
        


Jail Date/Time:


FDLE#:
2/9/2016 11:03
          


Fingerprinted:


DOC#:
Y


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


Matthew Adam Blake did commit the offense of Grand Theft, Dealing in Stolen Property, and False Verification of Ownership to a 
Secondhand Dealer when he knowingly and willingly removed property from the home of a customer he was at as part of his 
employment with Massey Services, Inc.  Matthew then sold/pawned the property to multiple pawn shops.


Specifically on October 7, 2015, Matthew arrived at the residence of Donna Donahue located at 1120 Howell Creek Drive in Winter 
Springs to do an annual termite inspection.  While there, Matthew goes upstairs for a short time where Donahue said all of her jewelry is 
kept.  Donahue said Matthew was upstairs for only a short time however he was unattended while there.


On January 28, 2016 Donahue went to her jewelry box to get a gold pendant for her niece and noticed the pendant along with several 


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


8 812.019  1  Probable Cause


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


STOLEN PROP-DEAL IN-BOND $5000 X 8 =
$40,000.00


No Commit


4 538.04   4b 


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


FRAUD-IMPERSON-FALSE ID SECONDHAND 
DEALER 300 DOLLARS OR MORE BOND 
$5,000.00 X 4 = $20,000.00


No Commit


4 538.04   4a 


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


FRAUD-IMPERSON-FALSE ID TO SECONDHAND 
DEALER UNDER 300 DOLS BOND $2,000.00 X 4 
=$8,000.00


No Commit


1 893.13   6a 
Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            
Drug Qty: 0.00


DRUGS-POSSESS COCAINE BOND $2000 No Commit


1 812.014  2c2


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


LARC- ALL OTHER LARCENYGRAND THEFT 
$5,000 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN $10,000 
BOND$2,000.00


No Commit


1 893.147  1  


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


DRUG EQUIP-POSSESS-AND OR USE BOND 
$500.00


No Commit


Business Address: 1495 EVANS ST #900, OVIEDO, FL 32765
Business Phone: 4073650900    


MASSEY SERVICES INC                Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth: FL


Name: BLAKE, MATTHEW ADAM 


City
UNKNOWN
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I would like to call my lawyer.


other pieces of her jewelry were missing.  Donahue said the only person inside her home unsupervised was Matthew Blake with Massey 
Services, Inc. on October 7, 2015.


A query of law enforcement databases for pawn transactions done by Matthew revealed multiple transactions on a regular basis 
beginning in October 2015 through the present time.  On February 4, 2016 all of the items sold/pawned by Matthew were put on police 
hold.  On Friday February 5, 2016 photos were taken of all items pawned by Matthew in the last several months for identification 
purposes by Donahue.  The photos taken were then shown to Donahue.  She positively identified 17 pieces of jewelry pawned by 
Matthew that were removed from her home.  Donahue was not aware some of the items she identified were even missing.


The following items identified were pawned at Value Pawn in Longwood.  A diamond tennis bracelet pawned on October 28, 2015.  
Matthew received $1200.00 for it.  A gold ring with two rows of princess cut diamonds pawned on November 7, 2015.  Matthew received 
$280.00 for it.  A goldfish pendant, a scallop shell pendant with a pearl inside and a man’s wedding ring pawned on November 9, 2015.  
Matthew received $370.00 for it.  A gold ladies cluster ring with green and clear stones pawned on December 4, 2015.  Matthew received 
$70.00 for it.  A gold Omega style chain with a diamond pendant and a gold bracelet pawned on December 5, 2015.  Matthew received 
$420.00 for it.  A gold mirror style chain pawned on December 6, 2015.  Matthew received $465.00 for it.  A gold ladies cluster ring with 
burgundy colored stones, a mothers ring, a goldfish pendant and a descriptive Feingold pendant pawned on January 4, 2016.  Matthew 
received $275.00 for it.  The last item was pawned/sold at Cash America Pawn in Longwood on November 24, 2015.  It was a gold 
sailfish pendant.  Matthew received $40.00 for it.


For each transaction, Matthew signed the pawn transaction form and placed his thumbprint on the bottom right corner of the form 
attesting he is the lawful owner of the property and has the legal right to sell/pawn it.


On February 9, 2016 I met with Matthew Blake and his supervisor, Mike Swanson at Massey Services, Inc.  Mr. Swanson said he spoke 
with Matthew prior to my arrival and he denied removing anything from any client’s homes and/or pawning anything in the last several 
months.  I advised Matthew he was being arrested for Dealing in Stolen Property and False Verification of Ownership to a Secondhand 
Dealer.  I asked Matthew if he wanted to speak with me about the incident and he advised he did not without his lawyer present.  
Matthew was then secured in handcuffs and transported to the Seminole County Jail.


Massey Services, Inc. Supervisor Doug Morris performed an inventory of Matthew’s assigned company vehicle.  Inside the center 
console he located a small box that contained Matthew’s business cards.  Also inside that box were two (2) small plastic baggies of a 
white substance that tested positive for cocaine, a spoon and an unused syringe.  The charge of cocaine possession and possession of 
drug equipment was added.


Matthew was held on a $72,500.00 bond.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


 Smithson,Michelle                   397109
 Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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(407) 402-3319 - cell
 
 

###


